Anton Schmid
[image: Anton Schmid]Anton Schmid was born on the 9th of April 1900, in Vienna, Austria. He owned a radio shop with his wife and daughter. When the war broke out, Austria was part of Germany and he was drafted into the German Army. Anton Schmid was a German sergeant who helped save many Jews from Lithuanian concentration camps.
Schmid was stationed in Vilna, Poland and he was put in charge of the Versprengten-Sammelstelle which made him responsible for reassigning soldiers who were separated from their units. He worked next to the Vilna train station, and witnessed the murder of the Jews. He provided jobs to them in his military unit, got some released from Lukiski prison, provided false ID papers, transported and smuggled some using his army trucks to safer places and hid some in his office and apartment. He helped provide communication between Jewish underground groups and when the Germans gave out 3,000 yellow permits to expert workers in October 1941 to help lower the Jewish population, Schmid made sure that as many of his workers as possible received these permits. This guaranteed that they and three member of their family were safe. For those he could not get permits for, he helped smuggle them out of Vilna.
If caught, Schmid would have been severely punished for disobeying orders and aiding the Jewish people. His penalty would have certainly been death, as this was the common thing for helping the Jewish people.
In January 1942, Schmid was arrested for high treason and tried before a Nazi Military Court on February 25. He was found guilty and was executed on April 13 for his actions. Before being executed, he wrote in a letter to his wife ‘I only acted as a human being and desired doing harm to no one.’ He was not the only one who suffered from his actions. His wife and daughter received abuse from their neighbours, who were strong supporters of Nazism.
A street in Poland was named after him and in 1964, Yad Vashem recognized him as being Righteous Among Nations.
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